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Thank you!  To all the members and guests who joined us in celebrating the year end winners at our awards banquet on January 22nd, and for those that brought and bid on silent auction items.  We greatly appreciate your support and ended up raising $493 from the silent auction and $105 in the 50/50 raffle.  A large part of VHSA’s income is from fundraising - we appreciate your support when we offer fundraising events.  Extra monies raised during the year will go back to our membership in some form.  We look forward to seeing everyone again at Everything Equine and at the shows this year. Those members who didn’t attend the banquet to receive their awards will have 30 days to contact Shelly and make arrangements to pick them up or they will be forfeited.  

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of a Lifetime Achievement Award to Norman Rice.  For those new to VHSA that don’t know Norm, he has been showing with VHSA for at least a few decades…there aren’t too many people within VHSA that doesn’t know him, or at least know of his horses.  Norm was recognized for his years of loyalty to VHSA and also for breeding quality Quarter Horses.  Linda Voehringer read a humorous and touching poem written by Dot Clark about Norm’s achievements and special moments throughout his career.  Thank you Norm for all you’ve given to VHSA over the years.  We will certainly miss you at the shows but hope you will come by and visit and bring the sunshine with you!
VHSA IS CONTINUING ITS EFFORTS TO GO GREEN

A 2011 membership/nomination form is included with this newsletter.  This is the last newsletter that you will receive until you renew your membership.  After this newsletter, VHSA will no longer send out correspondence via mail.  We are trying to reduce our printing and mailing costs, as well as help the environment, so all information about shows, upcoming events, newsletters, points, etc. will be posted on the website and/or emailed to you.  About 30% of our membership does not have an email address listed with us…we’d like to get that number down to 10% or below.  Please put your email address on your membership form and check the www.vhsa.org website often for updates.  If you do not have an email address or access to the internet and would like to continue receiving printed info, please check question #2 on the membership form.  There is also a question #1 to answer if you want to receive a printed omnibus this year or simply download/print our rulebook and show prize lists online.  We are also on Facebook now, so make sure to check it out and become a fan.  

All Life Members – please re-submit a membership form this year with any updated information and the two questions answered so we can manage your membership accordingly.  There are many of you who don’t have an email address listed with us, or an outdated email address that we need to update.  
BOARD MEETING AND SHOW MANAGERS MEETING

Our next board meeting will be held on February 20th at 10 a.m. at the Steakhouse Restaurant on route 302 in Barre.  Members and guests are always welcome to attend our regular board meetings to voice their opinions and ideas and to also get a better idea of the inner workings of the association.  We will also have a show manager’s meeting that day at noon, just after the board meeting, so if anyone is interested in affiliating a show with VHSA this year, you must attend that meeting.  We will have a tentative list of horse show dates posted on the website shortly after.  
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

February 20th 
10:00 a.m. Board meeting at the Steakhouse Restaurant, Route 302 in Barre



12:00 p.m. Show managers meeting at the same location.

April 30/May 1
Everything Equine – Champlain Valley Expo, Essex Junction, VT  

Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Sunday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.



Stop by our booth and pick up your membership packet.







