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Spring is here and it’s time to start thinking about planning out your horse show season.  The first show is a less than a month away!!  VHSA is pleased to once again offer a variety of different shows and locations.  We welcome Rita Towne’s show at her farm in Berlin, and are happy to see Freedom Farm back on our schedule this year.  Please help support these new shows.  Below is a list of show dates, and prize lists have been posted on the website.  We will also have a chart available mid-April that shows which classes are being offered at which shows so those going for points will know which shows they need to attend.  
Horse Show Dates

May

22  
Freedom Farm, Jericho

29  
Towne-Ayr Farm, Berlin
June

4  
VHSA Benefit Show, Lyndonville

5  
Vermont Classic Horse Shows, Lyndonville

19  
Champlain Valley Horse Shows, Colchester

July

2  
Newbrook Show, Newfane

9
Upwey 4-H Club, Bradford
10  
Freedom Farm, Jericho

16/17 
Vermont Classic Horse Shows, Lyndonville

23/24 
Champlain Valley Horse Shows, Addison

31  
North Haverhill Fair, North Haverhill, NH

August

6/7 
Vermont Classic Horse Shows, Lyndonville

14
Vermont Stockhorse Association, Bradford

20/21 
Champlain Valley Horse Shows, Addison

28 
Caledonia Fair, Lyndonville

September

4 
Champlain Valley Fair, Essex
10/11 
Champlain Valley Horse Shows, Addison

25 
Vermont Classic Horse Shows, Lyndonville

Reminder About  Change In Points Requirement

This is just a reminder that per a rule change passed at the annual meeting, exhibitors need to show and place at a minimum of three VHSA affiliated shows (or under three judges) AND earn a minimum of five points to qualify for a year end award.

OFFICER AND BOARD MEMBER POSITIONS

VHSA currently has some openings on our board for several positions.  Due to life changes or other reasons, there is a Vice President position open, Secretary and/or Treasurer position open, and one board member position open at this time.  VHSA needs to fill these positions immediately.  If anyone interested in helping shape the future of this organization, please contact any board member.

VHSA will also have four board member positions available at the annual meeting this year.  We are looking for some fresh faces and ideas to help VHSA expand in the future.

DUNROVIN STABLES LIQUIDATION YARD SALE

Norman Rice will be having a yard sale to liquidate his stables’ tack and equipment on Saturday, May 14th from 10-3.  Lots of blankets and hoods, tack and equipment from a reputable show stable will be up for grabs.  Don’t miss this opportunity to purchase some quality used and new items!  Located at 2021 Towne Hill Road in East Montpelier a couple miles east of Montpelier just off Route 2.  From the south, take left on Towne Hill Road as you are leaving Montpelier; from the north, take right on Towne Hill Road before you come into Montpelier.   

Reminder About Affiliated Shows

VHSA does not receive any proceeds from our affiliated shows except for affiliation fees and proceeds from the VHSA Benefit Performance classes.  VHSA’s primary income is from memberships and fundraisers (raffles, the VHSA Benefit Show, and other events).  Vermont Classic Horse Shows is a SEPARATE 
organization from VHSA.  Monies from sponsored classes or divisions at the awards banquet went toward VHSA, not Vermont Classic.  We know it was confusing because for a couple years the President and the Secretary of VHSA were the Manager and Secretary for the Vermont Classic shows, and some VHSA fundraisers were usually held at these shows.  Please remember that the only “VHSA” sponsored show is the Benefit Show scheduled on June 4th.  Please make sure your checks are made payable to the proper show name. 
Championship Classes
Just a reminder that some shows will be offering Championship classes this year.  These may be either a breed Championship or an Open Championship.  To be eligible for a Championship class, exhibitors must compete (not necessarily place) in a qualifying class, which should be noted in the show’s prize list.  Points earned in the Championship class will go toward the qualifying class’s year end award.  For instance, to compete in a Western Pleasure Horse Championship class, you must have competed in the Western Pleasure Horse Open class.  Any points earned in the Championship class will go toward the Western Pleasure Horse Open year end award.  This allows exhibitors to earn a few extra points toward their year end award, and possibly earn some prize money!  See the show’s prize list for more info.  
Western Dressage
A rule change was passed at the annual meeting to allow western riders in the Dressage Suitability class.  Western Dressage is on the rise and now recognized by USEF.  Many dressage shows offer USEF tests specifically for western riders.  You are judged on the same things that an english horse is judged on – submission, freedom of gaits, impulsion, transitions, balance, etc., only you are doing it in western style and tack.  Exhibitors may ride any age horse in this class with a snaffle bit and two hands, or a leveraged bit with one or two hands.  So all you western riders should try this out!!
For more information visit www.westerndressageassociation.com.  
Equine Paperwork

Spring is usually the time when we get our rabies vaccinations and Coggins tests done for our horses before show season begins.  Please try to use your horse’s show name on your paperwork so show secretaries can match the name of the horse on the entry form to the name on the tests.  If possible, barn names such as “Buddy” or “Hank” should not be used on your paperwork for a horse that has a completely different show name.  Also, for those who have vets using the new test paperwork that incorporates the horse’s picture, please make sure they put the right picture on the right test.  
CHANGES IN THE Rulebook

One of the board’s assigned projects from the annual meeting was revise the divisions in the rulebook and make it more user friendly.  You will notice classes being moved to new divisions and classes that were made Inactive.  Below is a list of class/division changes for 2011:

ADDED DIVISION - Adult – Showmanship, Equitation, and Trail classes.
ADDED DIVISION - Jumping – Jumping classes were moved from the Pleasure Division to this division.

REVISED DIVISION - Junior Exhibitor – All Junior and Senior Exhibitor classes are in this division.

REMOVED DIVISION - Equitation – Classes were moved to either Adult or Junior Exhibitor Divisions.

SEPARATED - Miniature Horse classes and Miniature Horse & Pony classes into two divisions.

INACTIVE CLASSES – We have 26 classes (20% of total classes) that have not received sufficient support in the past 6-7 years - i.e. no year end award qualifiers or minimal/no entries at shows, and have thus been placed on “Inactive” status.  See rulebook for which classes are Inactive.  Affiliated shows may still offer these classes at their discretion, and a year end award will be presented to those who have shown and placed three times in that class.  However, if these classes continue to not have support in the future, some of them may be removed from the rulebook at the Board’s discretion for 2012 per a rule change passed at the 2010 annual meeting.
RULES COMMITTEE
VHSA needs to form a Rules Committee for 2011.  The committee consists of the President, Secretary, and at least three VHSA members (not necessarily board members).  The committee will meet in late September, early October to review rule changes that have been submitted and make any suggestions for the annual meeting.  Please contact any board member if you are interested.
FAN RECALL
There is a recall on Lasko or Galaxy fans.  Please check any fans you may have of these two brands and contact them for further information.   
UPCOMING EVENTS
May 14

Dunrovin Stables Liquidation Sale – 2021 Towne-Hill Road, East Montpelier  9 to 3


Blankets, tack, equipment, and much more!!






